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 Saudi Arabia: Saudi Arabia’s General Authority of Civil Aviation (GACA) launched a new initiative on 

Tuesday to localize jobs in the air transport sector., The initiative, announced in a statement on 

Twitter, aims to localize 10,000 jobs in 28 specialized professions across the sector by 2023. 

 Kuwait: Kuwait has decided to curtail the numbers of air passengers arriving at the country for two 

weeks, The decision covers all airlines operating at the Kuwait Airport and limits the numbers of 

arrivals to 1,000 passengers per day, The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has instructed 

airlines to reduce the numbers of arrivals in Kuwait over the period from January 24 to February 6. 

 Kuwait: Kuwait’s civil aviation authorities have instructed all airlines and travel agencies in the 

country to reimburse money paid for flights cancelled from December 21, 2020 till January 1, 2021 

due to a temporary halt of air travel with the outside world. 

 Egypt/Qatar: Qatar Airways has officially returned to Egypt after three-and-a-half years. The airline 

operated its first flight from Doha to Cairo yesterday, landing at 17:40 local time. Qatar’s second 

route to Alexandria will resume next week. 

 Bahrain: Bahrain has halted automatic and free renewal of visit visas, a measure the kingdom 

introduced last year as part of efforts to contain the spread of the novel coronavirus, the automatic 

and free renewal of the visit visas was stopped starting from January 22 (yesterday) and that fees 

earlier set for extending all types of visas are to be re-introduced.  

 Oman: Oman’s Civil Aviation Authority has announced through a circular that there is no longer the 

option for passengers travelling to Oman to stay in the country for a period of less than eight days. 

 UAE: Avani Hotels & Resorts announces the opening of Avani Palm View Dubai Hotel & 

Suites. 

 Germany: Lufthansa has revealed that its onboard mask policy is set to become stricter from 

February 1st. The airline will stop accepting cloth masks, meaning all passengers will have to wear a 

surgical mask or an FFP2 mask. 

 Canada/Egypt: Air Canada is hoping to launch a seasonal flight between Montreal and Cairo this 

June and is waiting for the necessary approvals. The new service has commenced on June 17th and 

run three times per week. Operated by a Boeing 787-8, this news marks the second new destination 

to the Middle East North Africa region in a matter of months. 

 Sri Lanka: Sri Lanka will reopen its borders to foreign tourists on Thursday after a ten-month hiatus, 

However, travelers will be subject to tough Covid-19 protocols. Under the plans, tourists will be 

allowed to stay in 55 designated hotels, which will be off limits to locals except for staff, across the 

country. Visitors will also be required to produce a negative PCR test, taken up to four days before 

their arrival. 

 Belgium: Belgium announced on Friday that it would ban all forms of non-essential travel. According 

to the government, Travelers is deemed as being “essential” includes traveling for school or work and 

attending funerals. People who will be abroad for more than 48 hours will be required to write a 

sworn statement about why they are traveling. On their return, they will need to quarantine for ten 

days and take two COVID-19 PCR tests, one on arrival and one seven days later. 
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