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 Saudi Arabia: Saudi Arabia warned citizens and residents against travelling to 12 countries that are 

most -affected with COVID-19 virus without permission, According to an official source at the Interior 

Ministry, among the countries are Libya, Syria, Lebanon, Yemen, Iran, Turkey, Afghanistan, Armenia, 

Somalia, Congo, Venezuela, and Belarus. These countries are now on the list of the worst-coronavirus 

hit countries. 

 Saudi Arabia: Hyatt Hotels has welcomed the opening of Grand Hyatt Al Khobar Hotel & Residences 

in Saudi Arabia, the first Grand Hyatt hotel in the country, The 368-room luxury hotel including 54 

residential units is situated in the commercial and retail heart of Al Khobar with a connecting bridge 

to Al Rashid Mall. 

 Bahrain/UAE: Passengers from Bahrain arriving in Abu Dhabi are exempted from a 10-day 

quarantine. Bahrain in the latest country to be added to the UAE Capital’s ‘green list’. 

 UAE: UAE ‘green list’ is a list of countries, regions and territories from where travelers are not 

required to quarantine, and they are the following: 

(Bahrain- Brunei- China- Hong Kong (SAR)- Isle of Man- Kuwait- Macao (SAR)- Mauritius- Mongolia 

- New Caledonia- New Zealand- Oman- Qatar- Sao Tome and Principe- Saudi Arabia- St. Kitts and Nevis- 

Taipei- Thailand) 

 Kuwait: Kuwaiti authorities have given the nod to expatriate teachers to travel abroad during the mid-year 

school vacation staring next week, The mid-year school vacation in Kuwait has been scheduled for 45 days 

amid precautions against the spread of COVID-19. 

 Philippines: Philippines has extended by two weeks a ban on travelers from more than 30 territories 

and countries where a more transmissible COVID-19 variant has been detected, with the restriction 

also now covering Filipinos who want to come home. 

 Philippines: Two airlines — Cebu Pacific (CEB) and Philippine Airlines (PAL) — issued travel 

advisories on Friday following the Philippine government’s decision to extend temporary travel ban for 

foreign nationals until January 31 due to the new COVID-19 variant. “During this period, only Filipino 

citizens will be accepted on flights from Dubai, Nagoya (Japan), Singapore, and Seoul (South Korea). 

 UK: The United Kingdom is banning travel from the whole of South America and Portugal amid 

concerns over a new variant of the coronavirus in Brazil, authorities announced. 

 UK: Britain is tightening border controls to prevent new strains of COVID-19 coming into the country, 

the change comes into force at 0400 GMT on Monday 18/01/2021 and means all passengers must 

have a recent negative coronavirus test and transfer immediately into isolation upon arrival. The 

isolation period lasts for 10 days, unless the passenger tests negative after five days. 

 UK/UAE: The United Kingdom has updated its travel advice for tourists travelling to the UAE with 

new information about pre-departure COVID-19 test requirements, the British Embassy in the UAE 

has notified. According to the latest update, tourists and visitors travelling from or through the UK 

and arriving in Dubai after 8am on January 16 (Saturday) must have a negative COVID-19 (PCR) test 

which was taken no more than 96 hours before departure. 

 USA: Biden says US will not lift EU, Brazil travel restrictions. 
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